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Invisible Athlete Forum panelists agree that eliminating homophobic slurs would improve atmosphere in the locker room.
DENVER  (January 26, 2011) — Panelists discussed a wide range of issues surrounding gay athletes at the Invisible Athlete Speaker Forum held on the University of Denver campus on January 20. Presented by GForce Hockey, the forum was moderated by Patrick Burke, a scout with the NHL’s Philadelphia Flyers, who fired questions at the gay hockey player, gay lacrosse player and lesbian skier on the panel.

There was consensus among the panelists that what is said in the locker room affects closeted gay athletes and, ultimately, team effectiveness and trust.

“It kills you to not be able to share parts of yourself with your teammates, especially when you spend so much of your time with them,” said Andrew Goldstein, former NCAA Division 1 All-American and MVP of the Dartmouth College lacrosse team. “Hearing terms like 'fag' and phrases like 'that’s so gay' thrown around, even in jest, makes you feel a little less of a person.”
David Farber, a former scoring leader and team captain of the University of Pennsylvania hockey team, agrees. “In most cases, I don’t think a player means to harm with those words. What they don’t realize is that their teammate, their good buddy who is struggling with their sexuality, feels those words like knives.”

The woman’s locker room, an environment more conducive to emotional expression and physical contact, has its own set of issues with regards to sexuality. Brandy Ranshaw, a former member of the U.S. Ski Team and Arizona softball squad, remembers using language as a shield. “I said those things before others did as a way of hiding myself—hiding the fact that I was a lesbian,” she says. “If I used the words ‘butch’ or ‘dyke’ to describe an action or a teammate, it focused the attention away from me.”

Patrick Burke was thrilled to have an outlet for his drive to spread his brother Brendan’s vision and thanked GForce for giving him the opportunity to teach the importance of team no matter what race, gender—or sexual orientation—the teammate is. “It saddens me to think that players who would, without hesitation, jump to the defense of a teammate who is physically harmed on the ice do not extend that type of care and protection to their words and actions off the ice,” he said.

The forum may have changed a few minds. On an evaluation form picked up from the event one attendee wrote, "It makes me think about filtering what I say and trying to be a better teammate so if someone is gay they know they can trust me.”

About the Moderator
Patrick Burke is a 2006 graduate of the University of Notre Dame and is currently in his fifth year scouting for the Philadelphia Flyers in the National Hockey League. He attends New England Law | Boston with the aspirations of staying in hockey management. Patrick speaks across North America to continue the work started by his brother, Brendan. Brendan Burke, a former high school hockey goalie and student manager at Miami University, came out publicly and vocally advocated for gay athletes before his death in an automobile accident.

About the Invisible Athlete Speaker Forums
The Invisible Athlete Speaker Forums present a panel of out gay and lesbian athletes who discuss their process of coming out to their teams, their experiences as out gay athletes and the issues they faced. The forums aim to educate that being gay and playing a sport (any sport, not just hockey) can and should happen on every level. Whether gay, straight, or just questioning who they are, athletes can learn from both the positive and negative experiences that gay athletes have faced. For more information, contact GForce through their web site: www.gforcehockey.com.
About GForce Hockey
GForce Hockey breaks down negative stereotypes about gay athletes through competitive play and educational outreach. By demonstrating competitiveness, teamwork, pride and courage on the ice, and relating our diverse stories and experiences as gay athletes off the ice, we create a dialogue that changes the perceived differences between gay and straight athletes.  Our advocacy focuses on education of athletes, particularly youth, through panel discussions and interactive Q&A sessions. We also maintain a toll-free hot line (1-855-646-1227) to help struggling gay athletes work through their sexuality issues. We strive to create a sports landscape where athletes and coaches are judged by the possibilities of their talent and effort rather than their sexual orientation.  More information, including a 7-minute documentary video on the team, is available at www.gforcehockey.com.

Note: a previous release contained an incorrect hotline number for the ABS Program. The correct number is printed above and repeated here: 1-855-646-1ABS (1227)
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