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GForce Hockey and the Aspen All-Stars Renew Gay vs. Straight Rivalry at the Friendship Cup
ASPEN, COLORADO  (January 11, 2011) — GForce Hockey Club and the Replay Sports Aspen 
All-Stars battle for bragging rights and an edge in the annual series when they take to the ice for the Friendship Cup. The game, scheduled for January 22, 2011, at 7:00 p.m. in the Lewis Ice Arena at the ARC (Aspen Recreation Center) in Aspen, Colorado, pits an all-star team of gay players from across North America against a highly-skilled team of European hockey players from the Aspen area. The series is tied 3–3.

“This is a closely-contested match-up of players with a lot of skill and heart,” says Glenn Witman, President and Captain of GForce. “Our players look forward to this game every year—and to the opportunity to showcase the parity of skill between our gay players and their straight opponents.”

Games against competitive straight teams help GForce advance its advocacy for gay athletes by presenting strong role models for GLBTQ youth. That advocacy extends beyond the ice with GForce’s ABS (Athlete Buddy System) mentorship program and Invisible Athlete Speaker Forums. Both programs reinforce the value of GLBTQ players both to themselves as proud men and women, and to their teams as competitive, successful role players.
The GForce players relish the opportunity to skate and promote the GForce mission.

“When we step on the ice and play with courage and conviction, we demonstrate that we’re every bit the athletes that straight athletes are,” says defenseman Dave Simpson of GForce. “And if just one young gay or lesbian athlete sees that and decides to live differently, with more pride in who they are, then GForce has done some good.”

The Friendship Cup adds a competitive note to the fun atmosphere of Aspen Gay Ski Week and has been a fixture of the event for the last seven years. After a one-year hiatus, the Gay Ski Week organizers are thrilled that the game has returned.

“The Friendship Cup game adds a dynamic element to the Gay Ski Week experience,” says Bryan Gonzales, Program Director for the Aspen Gay Ski Week. “It gives the event an athletic punch, some depth and variety—and the attendees enjoy the opportunity to root for a legitimate gay hockey team like GForce and watch them battle a competitive straight team.”

There is no charge for the Friendship Cup game and the public is encouraged to attend.

About GForce Hockey
GForce Hockey breaks down negative stereotypes about gay athletes through competitive play and educational outreach. By demonstrating competitiveness, teamwork, pride and courage on the ice, and relating our diverse stories and experiences as gay athletes off the ice, we create a dialogue that changes the perceived differences between gay and straight athletes.  Our advocacy focuses on education of athletes, particularly youth, through panel discussions and interactive Q&A sessions. We also maintain a toll-free hot line (1-855-646-1ABS) to help struggling gay athletes work through their sexuality issues. We strive to create a sports landscape where athletes and coaches are judged by the possibilities of their talent and effort rather than their sexual orientation.  More information, including a 7-minute documentary video on the team, is available at www.gforcehockey.com.
About Aspen Gay Ski Week
Aspen Gay Ski Week is a fundraising event for The Roaring Fork Gay and Lesbian Community Fund (RFGLCF). Money raised from Gay Ski Week goes to support our various charities of gay and lesbian interest in Colorado. This is the 34th year that Aspen Gay Ski Week has taken place.

About ABS: the Athlete Buddy System
GForce Hockey implemented ABS: The Athlete Buddy System (pronounced “abz” like the muscle) to help young athletes through the issues of dealing with their sexuality. The struggling athlete need only contact us through a hot line number or e-mail address, and we will pair them with a GForce athlete in their geographic area—an athlete who has dealt with the same issues. Confidentiality is assured and the athlete—whether in high school, college or the pros—gets a person to call and an 
ear that will listen. To connect with the ABS Program, call the hot line at 1-855-646-1ABS (1227) or 
e-mail glenn@gforcehockey.com.

About the Invisible Athlete Speaker Forums
The Invisible Athlete Speaker Forums present a panel of three players from the GForce team to discuss their process of coming out to their teams, their experiences as out gay athletes and the issues they faced. A Q&A session follows the panel discussion. The forums aim to educate that being gay and playing a sport (any sport, not just hockey) can and should happen on every level. Whether gay, straight, or just questioning who they are, athletes can learn from both the positive and negative experiences that our players have faced. For more information, contact GForce through their web site: www.gforcehockey.com.
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